Goal:

Cooperation Agreement for Master’s Double Degree Program
between
Department of Oceanography
National Sun Yat-sen University, Taiwan
and

Department of Biology, University of San Carlos, the Philippines

To expand the vision of students and enhance international academic collaboration, the Department
of Oceanography, National Sun Yat-sen University (hereinafter referred to as “NSYSU™) and the
Department of Biology, University of San Carlos (hereinafter referred to as “USC”), both agree to
develop the “Master’s Double Degree Program” (hereinafter referred to as “the Program™) and
hereby enter into this Agreement.

1.  Administration

(1) Implementation of the Program and Student Quota:

Qualifications of student candidates for the Program shall be as agreed between the two
universities and in accordance with relevant regulations.
The Program shall enter into effect as of the 2018 academic year. The parties may each
select no more than 7 master students each year for studying at the other university.
The parties shall have all application documents ready to be reviewed by the other
university before April 30 each year; the other university reserves the right to refuse
admission of candidates.

“(2) Duration of Studies:
Students from the partner university shall study for at least one academic year at the
host university.

(3) Costs and Exemption:

3.1  Students enrolled in the program have to pay the tuition and other compulsory fees to
their home university.

3.2 Tuition and credit fees are waived at the host university.

3.3 Participating students are required to have health and injury/accident insurance.

(4) Insurance:

Both universities are responsible for assisting students with insurance and
accommodation.

At NSYSU: The Office of International Affairs shall assist with insurance matters.
Students must comply with the student insurance regulations of the NSYSU, and must
participate in the national health insurance program by themselves.

At USC: The Office of External Affairs shall likewise assist students with insurance
matters who must comply with the student insurance regulations of USC.

(5) Accommodation: Both universities are responsible for helping find appropriate
accommodation for students; on-campus accommodation, where units are still available
at the time of reservation, shall be taken into priority consideration.

2. Studies
(1)  Enrolment, suspension and withdrawal:



)

Students participating in the Program must be simultaneously enrolled in and be on the
roll of NSYSU and USC each semester. Students must complete the requirements
within the time period of study required by both universities (time period required by
both universities is 2~4 years). Students may apply for suspension or withdrawal of
studies in accordance with relevant regulations of the two universities.

Regulations governing academic credits:

Students of USC shall complete the courses below offered by the Department of
Oceanography, including 2 elective core courses, 2 Independent Studies, 2 Seminars
and 1 Thesis at the NSYSU.

Students of USC must follow regulations of graduation requirements for master degree
offered by the Department of Oceanography in NSYSU.

Recognition and transfer of credits undertaken by students participating in this Program
shall be in accordance with the relevant regulations of the two universities. At NSYSU,
it should be in accordance with “NSYSU Regulations Governing Transfer of Academic
Credits.”

Procedures for Graduation Thesis:

(a)  Supervision for thesis:
Research for thesis by graduate students participating in the Program will be
jointly supervised by both universities. The two parties must sign a “Cooperation
Agreement of Joint Supervision for the Double Degree Program.”

(b)  Writing and Publication of Thesis:
As governed by relevant regulations of the competent educational authorities of
the two countries and agreement between the parties.

The thesis should be written in English and should include an abstract in Chinese.
The results of research, including possible inventions/products/technologies, shall
be governed by the respective IP policy of the two institutions, with benefits
shared by the two parties.

(¢)  Oral Examination for Thesis:
The two universities must conduct a joint oral examination. The oral examination
shall take place at NSYSU or USC (on site or by video conference). Both
universities shall jointly recognize the validity of the oral examination. The oral
examination shall be conducted in English.

The Degree Examination Committee shall be formed jointly in accordance with
regulations of and by agreement between the two universities. There shall be at
least 3 committee members, including the research supervisors of the student at
both universities.

Qualifications of the Degree Examination Committee members shall be governed
by relevant regulations of and by agreement between the two universities.

A record of the thesis oral examination (videotape record is required for an
examination conducted by video conference) is an essential criterion for conferral
of the double degree. The Degree Examination Committee shall submit the degree
conferral application after completing the oral examination.



The Degree Examination Committee shall submit the degree conferral application
after completing the oral examination.

4.  Conferral of Degree

USC shall confer a Master of Science degree of the USC in accordance with the Master’s
degree conferral regulations of the Philippines.

NSYSU shall confer a Master of Science degree of the NSYSU in accordance with the
Master’s degree conferral regulations of Taiwan, R.O.C.

After passing the Oral Examination, the student must submit the thesis within the time period
‘ N\ prescribed by the two universities to be conferred with the appropriate degree.

Any matters not stipulated hereunder shall be incorporated by reference to relevant
regulations and agreement between the two universities.

This Agreement shall enter into effect from the date it is signed. Either parties may terminate
or amend the contents of this Agreement by written notice submitted at least 6 months in
advance.

There shall be two (2) copies of this Agreement, and each university shall keep one copy.

(Signed by the authorized levels as agreed between the parties and in accordance with relevant

regulations)
National Sun Yat-sen University University of San Carlos
Chair, Debartment of Oceanography Chair, Departmefl of Biology
Dr. Meng-Hsien Chen Dr. Paul John L.!(reraldino
/ \ m
6ean, College of Marine Sciences Dean, School of Arts and Sciences
Dr. Hsien-Hua Lee Dr. Delia E. Belleza
1ns 4 (L <
Presidpit ¢ President
Dr. Ying-Yao Cheng Fr. Dionisio Marcelo Miranda
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